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RICE CRISIS IN SOUTH EAST ASIA

rise in the costs of food and fuel.

I t is difficult not to notice the global
Visit the supermarket or the ga-

rage, open a newspaper or turn on thejfs

television, the evidence of higher prices
is everywhere. But, although it may
cause some discomfort wur pockets,

it is generally agreed that those who are]
mo st af fected are

people. You may imagine that rice

growers in Vietnam, Laos and Cambo-
dia might be gaining from the huge
increase in the price of rice, which ac-
cording to the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations has

increased by 74% in the twelve months |||

to March this year. Certainly some of
the big ricegrowing concerns have

benefitted from a price increase which
has been caused by poor harvests ang
increasing demand from an exploding

world population.

However, the rural poor of Cambodia,
who make up about 80 per cent of that
countryos
by the price increase. Most are poor
rice farmers with little land and a cli-

mate which means that they can grow
only one rice crop per year. For many,
this means that they can only grow
enough rice to feed themselves and
their families for half the year. For the

rest of the year they rely on handouts
from the World Food Program, or they
harvest wild plants and fruits from the
forest, which they sell to buy rice. High

prices at the market mean that they
cannot buy enough rice to feed their
families, and often it is the children

who go hungry. Moreover, in May this

year the World Food Program an-
nounced that it was suspending food
aid to Cambodia because of the
fiincreasing cost
cient support received from the interna-
tional donor

popul ati o®@g mhaadcki &bki ag
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In contrast, the Executive Committee
of MSAVLC has recently approved a
grant of £3,300 to support a breakfast
progr amme run by
Reap, Cambodi abs
Helping Hands Cambodia was estab-
lished in 2005 by Deborah Groves, an
Australian photographer. Their mission
i s O6Hel ping
and in the last three years they have
provided water pumps, seeds, tools,
clothing, medical aid and bicycles to
villagers in Siem Reap Province. They
also built and run a school / community
education centre which provides free
education for over 350 children.

Helping Hands set up their Breakfast
Programme at the school because
teachers became aware that 80% of the
children were coming to school having

o f had no breakfasn dhe teachersiagreed f f i -

that empty stomachs were affecting the
ability

p eopl eothéréiteq

Helping Hands uses the World Food
Program breakfast menu which gives
basic nutrition at an estimated cost of
643 Real per child (less than 10p).
Each child receives a bowl contain-
ing100 gram of rice, 25 gram of fish,
20 gram of green vegetables, oil and
salt. The rice 1is

B s tcaretaker and served up at 7 am every

morning by senior pupils. Sadly the
costs were estimated before the latest
rice price hike and the funds provided
by MSAVLC will not cover the full
costs of the program this year. More-
over, the high cost of rice in Siem
Reapbs mar kets wi l
that more children than before will be
arriving early at school to get their nu-
tritious free breakfast. Nevertheless
MSAVLC is committed to providing
33,000 Cambodian breakfasts this year!

If you feel that you would like to help
MSAVLC provide nourishing break-

ffadte fop poor gchildidm of dCambodia,
MNiGO hlpleate dendi your Sonation to Mrs
p o%heile $acy @t r404y Tile Hd .Road

Coventry, CV4 9DJ. If you complete
the enclosed Gift Aid declaration, it
means that for every ten breakfasts you
pay for, the government pays for an-
themsel vesé

Or, if the rising cost of food and fuel
means that you too are feeling the
pinch, why not invite some of your
friends or colleagues in for a Cambo-
dian Breakfast, charge them a couple of
pounds for a bowl of rice, fish and
vegetables, and send the money raised
to MSAVLC?

Peter Lidgard
Joint Hon. Secretary
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he Annual General Meeting was
held at the House of Commons
on Wednesday July 2nd.

The meeting was chaired by Chris
Mullin  M.P. ably assisted by Viee
chairman Malcolm Souzhewis who
took the chair when the division bells
sounded. Fifteen members were present
including Honorary VicePresidents
Margaret Methley and Martin Horwood
MP.

The A.G.M was also graced by the
presence of His Excellency Tran
Quang Hoan, the Vietnamese
Ambassador, who relayed the gratitude
of the Viethnamese people for the
support given by MSAVLC for over

forty years.

The officers elected for the coming

year were:
Chairman Chris Mullin M.P.
V-Chairman Malcolm Souzda.ewis

Hon. Treasurer Susmita Ghosh

Joint Hon Secretaries
Madeleine Sharp
Peter Lidgard

In her report to the AGM Madeleine
Sharp highlighted the activities of the
charity over the year with nearly
£70,000 in aid being sent to Vietnam
Laos and Cambodia.

The meeting also received news of th
deaths of a number of long timg
supporters since the last AGM. Many
of them ensured their passing would
not mean that their contribution to thg
charity had also ceased by leaving
legacies to MSAVLC. They will all be

sadly missed but their memory will live
on thanks to their generosity.
The meeting stood for a minuteq
silence in tribute to them all.

Chris Mullin M.P., Madeleine Sharp
and H.E. Tran Quang Hoan

1%

Annual Joan
McMichael - Askins
Awards

The  Annual  Awards celebrate
outstanding achievements by individuals
working in medicine and healthcare. This
years recipients are:

Dao dc Mau Doctor
Nguyen thi Nguyet Anh  Nurse

Thai Phong Vu Doctor
Nguyen Tien Dung Doctor
Nguyen thi Hoa Nurse
Nguyen thi Lan Nurse

Tran thi Lan Nurse
Nguyen Nhu Phung Technician
Vo van Nam Doctor
Troung thi Hoa Pharmacist
Thieu thi Ha Nurse

Le xuan Thuyet Pharmacist
Nguyen thi Thuan Nurse
Nguyen Nam Thi Doctor

Cao Quy Thai Doctor
Dang thi Tam Midwife
Duong xuan Tien Statistics
Le thi Xuan Ass. Doctor
Nuyen Van Tam Ass. Doctor
Nguyen Dinh Thanh Ass. Doctor
Truong quoc Tinh Ass. Doctor
Le Hung Cuong Doctor

Our congratulations go to all

prizewinners.

MSAVLC PUBLICATIONS

Forty Years of Devoted Support
(E.J. Shellard )

£5.00

We still have some copies of earlier
accounts of
Part 1 covering 19651990, and
Part 2 covering 1992000
£3.50 each

£5.00 for both

All may be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, 49 Baginton Road, Coventry, CV3 6JX

Short History of MSAVLC

(11965-1985)

( Joan McMichaet Askins )
50

MSAVLC6(31'98§_<‘1g9d))vi ties,

( Madeleine Sharp)
£1.50
(11990-1995)

(E.J. Shellard )
£1.50

Please make cheques payable to MSAVLC

Children of Vietnam

(pub 1968 by MACV )
Reprinted 2003

£5.00 ( £2.50 concessions )

Courage

An account of the lives of Eliza
Adelaide Knight and Donald Adolphus
Brown.

( parents of Win Langton, see bulletins
110 &135)

£5.00



